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- ing Humble Soul,
n  and paved the way for the headliner,
- Norris Man entered the stage to
- shouts of approval from the audi-
_ ence and immediately delivered the
goods. With his usual gusto, the en-
. ergetic artist,

: - Hidden Kulcha band,
but Reggae is world music. Anyone can e R e ——
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NORRIS MAN

Concert Review—
Norris Man

Betters Berkeley's Soul

By Karyl Walker

Reggae music has always had
the power to heal, and it is always
a wonder how the music of a small
island can have such a profound ef-

~ lation. That healing power was evi-
~ dent at the Down Low in Berkeley,
Rose. We were hkethehousebaud,:twas j

CA, 08/31, when Rastafarian
chanter, Norris Man, launched his
second album, Better You Soul, dis-
tributed by Jah Scout Records. The
true dimension of Norris Man's sta-

_ tus as an artist was again displayed
- as he delivered a soul-stirring per-
- formance that earned him two en-
' cores after the patrons would not let

e ~ him go.
Jason Smith: Well I was mspued to play

After a few local acts, includ-
did their thing

backed by the Bay

treated the gathering to his previ-
“Bad Road,” “Ever-living

Soul™ and “Heathen™ before going

_into the tracks from the Jah Scout
release were a collaboration betwean Billy,
' ill

produced Better Your Soul album.

At one point, he was joined
by producer Colin McGregor, head
of Jah Scout records, on stage.
McGregor's accoustic guitar is a
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feature of most tracks on the album,
and he belted his stringed strains as
the vocalist blessed the house with
“When Them Ego Done.” “He Who
Knows,” and the title track, “Bet-
ter Your Soul.” After an hour on
stage, a sweating Norris Man
exitedthe stage. He was however
called back after the audience de-
manded of MC Chassy, host of the
event, that he recall the reggae am-
bassador to the stage. The artist
then returned to bring his directive
of hope and love to an appreciative
audience who seemed to be truly
soaking up the conscious message
that he was offering.

Even though he has made his
name internationally as a chanter,
Norris Man has begun his career as
a DJ and he does have a few recent
releases that are done in that idiom.
Those who were fortunate to attend
were treated to a few DJ pieces by
the artist and returned his energy
tenfold. After another encore,
Norris Man retired from the stage.
His performance was well accepted
and although it lasted for just un-
der an hour and a half, the crowd
was still eager for more.

1317 San Pableo @ Gilman/Bérk
510-525-5054
www . ticketweb com
ALWAYS ALL AGES -

FRI 10/5 9 pm $10-20
|[Obeyjah and the Saints
Winston Jarrett
SAT 10/13 9 pm $11
CLINTON FEARON
BOOGIE BROWN BAND
WED 10/24 9 pm $12
SISTER CAROL

Junior Jazz

SUN 10/28 8 pm $10
RAS JACOB
Kanawah / DJ Ras D

.




